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Language, Society and Power

Language, Society and Power is the essential introductory text to studying
language in a variety of social contexts.

This book examines the ways language functions, how it influences
thought and how it varies according to age, ethnicity, class and gender. It
considers whether representations of people and their language matter,
explores how identity is constructed and performed, and considers the
creative potential of language in the media, politics and everyday talk.

This fourth edition has been completely revised to include recent devel-
opments in theory and research and offers the following features:

B a2 range of new and engaging international examples drawn from
everyday life — including material from social media and newspapers,
cartoons, YouTube and television

B two new chapters which cover Linguistic Landscapes, including signs,
graffiti and the internet; and Global Englishes, exploring variation in and
attitudes to English around the world

B updated and expanded student research projects and further reading
sections for each chapter

B 2 brand new companion website that includes video and audio clips,
links to articles and further reading for students and professors.

Language, Society and Power is a must-read for students of English
language and linguistics, media, communication, cultural studies, sociology
and psychology.

Annabelle Mooney is a Reader in the Department of Media, Culture and
Language at the University of Roehampton, UK.

Betsy Evans is an Associate Professor of Linguistics at the University of
Washington, USA.



Praise for this edition:

‘Language Society and Power stands out as the most exciting and unique
introductory textbook available, primarily because it engages students
where they live — this is language in the real world! The latest fourth edition
offers a terrific range of recent case studies from around the globe. Each
chapter leads students directly into theoretical ideas and analytic strategies
applicable to their own research projects. The new addition of a companion
multi-media website offers both students and professors a wide range of
materials for lively and interactive classroom use.’

Brenda Farnell, University of lllinois, USA

‘Since it was first published, this book has been the clearest and most
student-friendly introduction to sociolinguistics | know of. This new edition
brings the discussion up to date, including the role of the internet and social
media, and the place of English in the world. | strongly recommend it to any
teacher of sociolinguistics!’

Jonathan White, Dalarna University, Sweden

The latest edition of Language, Society and Power offers an accessible,
up-to-date and entertaining introduction to key concepts in sociolinguistics.
It is sure — like its predecessors — to become an instant reading-list
favourite.’

Mike Pearce, University of Sunderland, UK

‘This new edition of Language, Society and Power is a great read and a fact-
filled foundation for study. The story of the social lives of language is
described with skill, humor, and artistry. In this new edition the story is
brought up to date and expanded to cover Englishes around the world. It's a
fascinating look at a twenty-first-century phenomenon!

Richard F. Young, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
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